Seroepidemiologic investigations of human hepatitis caused by A, B, and a possible third virus.
Seroepidemiologic studies were made of normal subjects in populations in the United States and Costa Rica and in family outbreaks of hepatitis in Costa Rica. Hepatitis A affected a majority of children of very young age in Costa Rica, while such experience in persons of high socioeconomic status in the United States did not occur before middle life. Persons of low socioeconomic status (paid plasma donors) and residents and attendants of institutions for the mentally retarded showed a far greater incidence of hepatitis A antibody than did their counterparts in the open community. Hepatitis A and B epidemics occurred in families in Costa Rica with rapid spread to other susceptible members of the group. The disease was clinically apparent in roughly half the cases, whether the responsible agent be hepatitis A or B. Five cases of nonhepatitis A or B (hypothetical hepatitis C) were found and all but one of them were subclinical.